
 

Presidentôs Message: 
 

This has been a year of extreme focus.  The 

CCAPW Board knew early on the path that needed 

to be followed to take the organization to the next 

level.  Thirty years of empowering API women in 

the Central Valley had indeed been leading up to 

this watershed year. 

 

As you know, CCAPW received a capacity-building 

grant from the Womenôs Foundation of California 

in 2010.  This amazing partnership offers an 

unprecedented opportunity for the organization to 

focus as never before on priorities that will best 

support women leaders in their tireless efforts to 

represent our region with one voice and one vision.  

Undoubtedly much of this strategic planning will 

emphasize more visibility and stronger action in the 

policy arena. 

 

CCAPW has always been about sisterhood.  Itôs 

provided a space for API women to bond, to share 

their common cultures, and to pass their spirit and 
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experience to the next generation of leaders.  

Our members have raised their voices together 

for more than 30 years to inspire other women 

of color to do the same.  Together, our many 

diverse voices have created one very 

powerful, vibrant voice for all women in the 

Central Valley. 

 

This is also the time of year when we bid 

farewell to a few Board members and 

welcome new leaders to the Board.  Much of 

the groundwork laid by the outgoing Board 

will be shaped and improved further by the 

energy and enthusiasm of the new Board.  

Continued feedback and support from 

CCAPW membership will also be key to 

continuing the important work launched in 

2010. 

 

As we gather once again to celebrate the 

ho l iday season  and  our  man y 

accomplishments this past year, letôs recommit 

ourselves to the exciting path ahead of us.  

Letôs make sure that API women in the 

Central Valley are heard loud and clear with 

one voice and one vision. 

 

    - Roberta Barton, 2010 CCAPW President 

 

 

ONE VOICE, 
ONE VISION 

CCAPW Board Members at the 2010 Scholarship Luncheon. 

California State Assembly Member Fiona Ma speaks at 

the CCAPW 2010 Scholarship Luncheon. 
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CCAPW July 2010 Scholarship Luncheon 
By Mai Der Vang and Rita Bawanan Merzoian 

 

On July 31, 2010, over eighty people gathered at Joy Luck 

Restaurant to honor ten outstanding young women who were 

selected as this yearôs CCAPW scholarship recipients. As the 

room glowed with bouquet centerpieces and purple place settings, 

recipients found themselves surrounded by a community of 

supporters that ranged from board members, to parents, to 

CCAPW members, and even elected officials such as 

Councilmember Blong Xiong and Fresno Unified Board Member 

Valerie Davis. 

 

The luncheon program, emceed by Board Secretary Wanda 

Hasadsri, included check presentations from Sandy Cha of Wells 

Fargo Bank, Julia Kadell of PG&E, and Geri Yang of The 

Womenôs Foundation. Also recognized was Vickie Fernandez-

Williamson of State Farm Insurance, all of whom have made a 

valuable commitment to invest in CCAPWôs mission to empower 

women and girls in the Asian Pacific Islander community. 

 

CCAPW was also honored to have as its keynote speaker 

Assemblywoman Fiona Ma representing the 12th Assembly 

District in the Bay Area. Ms. Ma spoke fondly of her childhood 

and recalled how her parents aspired for her to become an 

accountant, which she did for a few a years, but eventually she 

found that her calling was in helping to improve peopleôs lives 

through political and civic engagement. As one of the few Asian 

women in the California State Assembly, Ms. Ma found herself 

deeply inspired by the scholarship recipients and she encouraged 

the young women to persist and not give up in their educational 

journeys. 

 

Scholarship committee co-chairs, Rita Bawanan Merzoian 

and Mai Der Vang along with CCAPW President, Roberta 

Barton, introduced the 2010 recipients.  In addition to a 

CCAPW certificate and their scholarship check for $1000, 

the recipients received commendations and congratulations 

from the following elected officials: 

 

¶ U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein 

¶ U.S. Representative George Radanovich, 19th District 

¶ CA State Senator Dave Cogdill, 14th District 

¶ CA State Senator Dean Florez, 16th District 

¶ CA State Assembly Member Michael N. Villines, 29th District 

¶ CA State Assembly Member Juan Arambula, 31st District 

¶ Fresno City Council Member District One Blong Xiong 

 

Following are the 2010 CCAPW Scholarship Recipients with 

brief excerpts from their application: 

 

Mai Zong Her from Duncan Polytechnical High School will 

study Molecular Cell Biology at UC Berkeley.  Mai Zong 

names her parents as two people who have made a difference 

in her life.  She states, ñMy father éétaught me right from 

wrong; he gave me wisdom.  Whenever he speaks of his past 

in Laos, it makes me even more eager to do well and make 

him proud and want to make his dreams come true by doing 

them for him:  to do well in school and have a great 

profession.  My mother ééis a great motivator.  She 

always wants me to do well so I have a successful life; she 

doesnôt want me to live my life farming in the hot sun as she 

did.  She had taught me many great moral lessons throughout 

my life; my knowledge may open opportunity doors, but it is 

in my hands that will get me through those doors.ò  

Congratulations, Mai Zong! 

(continued on next page) 

C e n t r a l  C a l i f o r n i a  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  W o m e n  
C e l e b r a t i n g  3 0  y e a r s  o f  e m p o w e r i n g  A s i a n  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d e r  W o m e n  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  V a l l e y 

2010 CCAPW Scholarship Recipients with keynote speaker  
California State Assembly Member Fiona Ma. 

CCAPW Scholarship Recipient Mai Zong Her and her family at the 

CCAPW July 2010 Scholarship Luncheon. 


